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Urban living brings out
the best in San Antonio

BY JANIS TURK
I t A recent weekend splurge — a mini-vacation in our own
hometown — reminded my family why we love San
Antonio so much and renewed a long-forgotten dream that one day
we'd live downtown.

During our stay in a suite in the Emily Morgan Hotel, our room
offered towering cathedral windows with views of the Alamo, Alamo
Plaza, the historic Menger Hotel and the Tower of the Americas.
At night the sparkling city was lit by a full moon and the glowing
golden colors of the Tower Life Building.

only took three days, and we were in love all over again.

1 ¥ San Antonio
In the moming we arose before the tourists and shopkeepers
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awakened and strolled past a quiet Alamo, had breakfast in the
Colonial Room at the Menger, grabbed coffee-to-go from a little
place called “Sip” near the Majestic Theatre and walked the empty
River Walk in happy silence. We enjoyed sausages and hot German
potato salad at Schilo’s delicatessen before shopping at the Rivercen-
ter Mall. | had a marvelous massage at the Watermark Hotel Spa.

Then we took our little boy on a tour of the Alamo and wandered
through its storied grounds. At night we ate at Boudro's on the River
Walk and heard jazz at Jim Cullum'’s Landing at the Hyatt. Seeing our
city anew through tourists’ eyes, we discovered what a jewel San
Antonio residents possess.

Surely the heart of this ancient city is its downtown area along the
San Antonio River, connecting cultures and peoples along the
Mission Trail. For nowhere is life quite so exciting as there in the main
chamber of the heart of the city where the river, like a strong green
artery, runs through the center of it all, bringing bustling life and color
to each moment.

Downtown living

We couldn’t help thinking how wonderful it would be to live as
a San Antonio-sort-of-Eloise at the Menger or the Emily Morgan
with the River Walk as our playground. “There'd be no better
place to live in this city than here,” said my husband as we strolled
along the river and noted how many condos, apartments and
homes are there. And so we began to investigate all that's avail-
able in the way of urban living spaces in San Antonio.

Moving on up

A quick perusal of lists of lofts and condos available downtown
took us to a building on East Commerce Street that has been reno-
vated to create lofts in the historic former San Antonio Loan & Trust
building. Featuring large windows, high ceilings, hardwood floors
and open spaces, the loft units are located in the Irish Flats district
next to the fashionable Watermark Hotel and close to fine restau-
rants, historic theaters, clubs and shopping. Imagine having an
early treatment at the Watermark’s world-class spa and making it
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